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ATTENTION TENANTS 
NOTICE OF RIGHT TO COUNSEL (RTC) 

 

AFTER RECEIVING AN UNLAWFUL DETAINER (EVICTION) LAWSUIT, YOU MUST 

● File an Answer with the court within 10 business days;  

● To receive help through the RTC, you must apply for legal assistance as soon as 

possible by contacting Stay Housed LA (SHLA) at (800) 694-0040 or online at 

stayhousedla.org/get-legal-help  

ABOUT THE RIGHT TO COUNSEL PROGRAM 

The City of Los Angeles Right to Counsel ordinance (RTC) (Chapter XVI, Housing Regulations of the 

Los Angeles Municipal Code), provides qualifying tenants with access to legal representation in 

eviction and administrative proceedings that may result in the termination of the tenant’s tenancy or 

rental housing subsidy. 

Under the RTC, landlords of rental units located in the City of Los Angeles are required to: 

● Provide a Notice of Right to Counsel at the beginning of a tenancy in the tenant's primary 

language. Find other languages at housing.lacity.gov/RTC. 
● Attach a Notice of Right to Counsel to a copy of any eviction notice (served on the tenant). 
● Attach a Notice of Right to Counsel to any notice of termination of a rental housing subsidy 

(e.g., Section 8). 
● Attach a Notice of Right to Counsel to any rental housing subsidy administrative proceeding 

correspondence that may result in the termination of the tenant's rental housing subsidy. 
● Post the Notice of Right to Counsel in a conspicuous common area of the residential building 

where the tenant resides. 

An eligible tenant may assert as an affirmative defense the failure to comply with any provision of the 
RTC. For more information, please contact the Los Angeles Housing Department at (866) 557-RENT 
(7368) or online at housing.lacity.gov/ 

RTC ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION 

Beginning August 20, 2025, if you are a residential tenant and receive a Los Angeles Court 
Document (Summons & Complaint- Unlawful Detainer (UD)), you may be eligible for legal services 

http://stayhousedla.org/get-legal-help
https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2018/18-0610-S3_ord_188681_08-20-25.pdf
http://housing.lacity.org/RTC
http://housing.lacity.gov/
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through the City’s Right to Counsel program in partnership with Stay Housed LA (SHLA) if you meet 
the following criteria: 

1.   You live in the City of Los Angeles within the covered geography https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/;  
 
2.   Your household income is under 80% of the area median income;    
                   

 
 
3.  You do not reside in the same dwelling unit as the landlord; and 
4.  You apply to SHLA within 30 days of receiving the UD (and not in default with the court) or within 
30 days of receiving a Section 8 notice of termination. 
 
Note: To avoid a default being entered by the unlawful detainer (UD) court, you must file an answer 
with the court within 10 days of service of the unlawful detainer (eviction) complaint.  
 
Regardless of household income, apply for legal help immediately after receiving a UD. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/
https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/
https://neighborhoodinfo.lacity.gov/
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